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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is in response to the communication filed on September 
29, 2003. Claims 1-10 are pending in this application. 
Claims 1-10 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
obvious over Michael Critelli et al (2003/0093389), 
referred to as Critelli in further view of Flavio Manduley 
(2004/0098354), herein after referenced as Manduley. 



The applied reference has a common assignee with the 
instant application. Based upon the earlier effective U.S. 
filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art only 
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under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
might be overcome by: (1) a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any 
invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived 
from the inventor of this application and is thus not an 
invention "by another"; (2) a showing of a date of invention for 
the claimed subject matter of the application which corresponds 
to subject matter disclosed but not claimed in the reference, 
prior to the effective U.S. filing date of the reference under 
37 CFR 1.131; or (3) an oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.130 
stating that the application and reference are currently owned 
by the same party and that the inventor named in the application 
is the prior inventor under 35 U.S.C. 104, together with a 
terminal disclaimer in accordance with 37 CFR 1.321(c). This 
rejection might also be overcome by showing that the reference 
is disqualified under 35 U.S.C. 103(c) as prior art in a 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). See MPEP § 706.02(1) (1) and § 
706.02 (1) (2) . 

As Per Claim 1: 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: A method for paying a carrier located in a 
second country for mail that has been deposited and paid for by 
a sender to a first carrier located in a first country to be 
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delivered by a second carrier located in a second country to a 
recipient located in the second country, comprising the steps 
of, {abstract}, calculating dues by obtaining fee information 
from mail that is sent internationally] : 
Critelli doesn't explicitly disclose: 

The claim stating: charging a sender's meter for mail that 
is being deposited with a first carrier; 

The claim stating: transmitting- the funds charged to the 
meter to a meter data center; 

The claim stating: transmitting from the meter data center 
to a first carrier meter payment center the funds attributable 
to the first and second carriers; and 

The claim stating: transmitting from the first meter 
payment data center to the second meter payment data center the 
funds attributable to the second carrier. 

Manduley discloses on page 1, 0006, The claim stating: 
charging a sender f s meter for mail that is being deposited with 
a first carrier, [that postal accounting at the data center] , 
which deals with the funds transactions] . Manduley discloses on 
page 1, 006 that The claim stating: transmitting the funds 
charged to the meter to a meter data center, [that postal 
accounting at the data center] . Maduley also discloses on page 
2,0010, that The claim stating: transmitting from the meter data 
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center to a first carrier meter payment center the funds 
attributable to the first and second carriers, [allows funds to 
be transferred from data center to device] . In addition Manduley 
discloses on page 2,0010, that The claim stating: transmitting 
from the first meter payment data center to the second meter 
payment data center the funds attributable to the second 
carrier, [first meter to second meter so that funds can be 
transferred] . It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have 
found it obvious to modify the method Critelli et al and include 
transmitting payment from first meter to second meter as taught 
by Manduley so that the meter is able to transmit payment though 
the meter (0010) . 



As Per Claims 2 and 4 : 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: wherein the funds attributable to the 
first country carrier are determined by the following steps: 

The claim stating: determining the size of the mail and the 
cost associated therewith, [{pg.3, claim 9}, decide the size, 
calculate the amount (cost) of monies]; 
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The claim stating: determining the class of the mail and 
the cost associated therewith, [{pg.l, 0014}, different types of 
mail, i.e. first class, second class mail]; and 

The claim statinig: determining the weight of the mail and 
the cost associated therewith, [{pg.l, 0003}, determine the 
weight of mail] . 

As Per Claims 3 and 5: 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: further including the step of 
determining the special services requested and the cost 
associated therewith, [{pg.l, 0003}, provide different services 
for different types of mail] . 

As Per Claim 6: 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: scanning the mail when the mail leaves 
the first country; and 

The claim stating: scanning the mail when the mail arrives 
in the second country, whereby funds are transferred from the 
first meter payment data center to the second country meter 
payment data center when mail is scanned in the second country. 
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As Per Claim 7: 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: further including the step of: placing a 
unique identification code on the mail to uniquely identify the 
mail, [{pg.l, 0012}, bar-code contains the mailers account]. 

As Per Claim 8 : 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: further including the step of: placing a 
unique identification number on the mail to uniquely identify 
the mail, [{pg.l, 0012}, bar-code contains the mailers account]. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: scanning the mail when the mail 
leaves the first country, [{pg.2, 0019}, the mail will be 
scanned during the last sorting] ; 

The claim stating: scanning the mail when the mail arrives 
in the second country, [{pg.2, 0019}, the mail will be scanned]; 
and 

The claim stating: notifying the sender when the mail 
arrives in the second country, [{abstract}, delivering the mail 
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have been paid by mailer] . 

As Per Claim 10 : 

Critelli further discloses: 

The claim stating: delivering the mail to the 
recipient, [{abstract}, delivering the mail have been paid by 
mailer] ; 

The claim stating: notifying the sender of the recipient's 
receipt of the mail, [{abstract}, reporting (notifying) all fees 
being paid to all participants] . 

Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner 
Jon Bass can be reached at 

(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday, 

The fax number for the establishment where the application is 
being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any 
reason, the examiner's immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be 
reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
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(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:// 
pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/0 Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




